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REIGIOUS BELIEFS AND PRACTICES
Being a Hinduised tribe, the Sounti profess Hinduism with admixture of elements of animism.
They worship Hindu deities namely Mangala, Thakurani and Basuki as their village deities who
are propitiated by their sacerdotal head Dehury during observance of various rituals and festivals.
They worship all the Hindu deities and observe all Hindu festivals and rituals round the year. The
major festivals they observe are Raja, Gamha, Makar, Dusserah, Kali Puja, Dola Yatra, Holi
Parab and Nuakhia.



21

The Sounti believe in black magic and
existence of benevolent and
malevolent spirits who cause well
being and diseases to human beings
and domesticated animals. They
seek the help of their shaman
belonging to their own community to
appease these supernatural powers
to protect the village from all mishaps
and calamities.
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They have their own folk-tradition of music and dance. Now–a-days, following the caste traditions,
they perform sankirtan during observance of various rituals and festivals.



23

SOCIAL CONTROL
The Sounti possess their own traditional
community council at the village level headed by
the village chief and some influential community
members who are assisted by their sacerdotal
head Dehury and the village messenger Dakua to
deal with their customary affairs. The council
adjudicates cases pertaining to family disputes,
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theft, rape, incest, divorce etc. It also makes
arrangements for organization and management
of village level rituals and festivals. They have no
regional community council. Therefore to settle
the divorce cases, the heads of the family of both
the bride and the groom with their agnatic kith
and kin and relatives assemble at the groom’s
village to take part in the decision making process.
Their traditional community council acts as the
guardian of their traditional norms and customs.
Their traditional community leaders are duly
respected by their fellowmen in their society.
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CHANGING SCENE

The close culture contact of the Sounti with the neighbouring tribes and castes coupled with
various welfare and development measures taken up by the government for their upliftment
after independence has brought about noticeable changes in their way of life. In the post-
independence era, the State Government, in its pursuit to bring about the socio-economic
development of the tribal communities, have launched several special policies and programmes
which include legal aids, rehabilitation of victims of exploitation and atrocities, health care, housing
and drinking water facilities, establishment of special employment exchanges, reservation in
employment, economic development, establishment of residential schools and hostels etc.
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The establishment of schools for the tribal
students by the ST & SC Development
Department and School & Mass Education
Department of Odisha Government in their
area and implementation of Right to
Education Act (2010) are significant
interventions for desired transformation of
the Sounti tribe in the social sector.
Development of essential infrastructure
facilities and socio-economic support
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through different development agencies has brought changes in the way of life of the tribe. The
Sounti women have been roped into SHGs and getting financial assistance from ITDA and
DRDA which has opened up new arena of economic opportunity for better livelihood. The impact
of planned change and modernization are visible in their life style. Still, in their socio-cultural
system they have retained some basic tribal features which distinguish them from other ethnic
groups.



220 Population Profile of Scheduled Tribes in Orissa

SOUNTI

1. Location (Major) : Keojhar, Mayurbhanj, Khurda

2. Language : Oriya (Indo-Aryan)

3. Major Occupation : Cultivation, Wage Earning, Livestock Rearing, Forestry

4. Major Festivals & Rituals : Raja, Gamha, Makarsankrit, Nuakhai

5. Religion : Hinduism with admixture of Animism

6. Other Distinct Socio-Cultural Features  :
The Sounti settlement are traditionally uniclan and homogeneous. In multi ethnic villages they live
in separate hamlets maintaing distance from other communities. Family is generally nuclear,
patrilocal and patrilineal. The community comes under one totemic gotra Nageswar (cobra) and is
divided into a number of exogamous clans (Khilli) like Doldasia, Bardia, Saru and Tangsaria, etc.
Family is predominately monogamous, though polygyny still exists in a few cases. They prefer
marriage by negotiation. Payment of bride price is obligatory. Remarriage of widows, widowers,
divorcees, junior levirate and sororate are permitted. The birth pollution is observed for twentyone
days. They practise both cremation and burial to dispose off their deads. The bereaved family
observes death pollution for ten days. The Sounti are Hindus by faith. They worship village deities
like Thakurani and Mangala and Hindu deities like Siva and Raghunath and observe Hindu festi-
vals. Dehury is their traditional priest. The Sounti have their own traditional community council
headed by village chief and influencial elders.

7. Selected Demographic Profile and Parameters :
Sl.No. Parameters   Census Year

1961 1971 1981 1991 2001 2011
1 Population Total 44409 55178 67872 96251 92734 112803

Male 21775 27441 33460 46460 46338 55759
Female 22634 27737 34412 49791 46396 57044

2 Decadal Growth Rate 24.25 23.01 41.81 - 3.65 21.64
3 Sex Ratio 1039 1011 1028 1072 1001 1023
4 Literacy Rate Total 7.90 10.50 8.00 38.92 44.37 59.58

Male 14.08 19.45 33.14 56.46 59.76 70.94
Female 2.06 1.71 3.88 22.69 29.13 48.57

5 Workers Total Workers Total 19739 17205 31986 44749 41908 54596
Male 11503 15152 19289 25926 23293 31011
Female 8236 2053 12697 18823 18615 23585

Main Workers - - 24395 33449 22733 26812
Marginal Workers - - 7591 11300 19175 27784
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*   Child Population for 1961 & 1971=0-14 yrs, For 1981 = 0-4 yrs, For 1991 & 2001 = 0-6 yrs
** Working Age Group Population for 1961 & 1971=15-44 yrs, For 1981, 1991 & 2001=15-59 yrs

DISTRICTWISE  DISTRIBUTION  OF  POPULATION (1961 - 2011)

Source : Census of India ' 1961, 1971, 1981, 1991, 2001 & 2011

6 WPR 44.45 31.18 47.13 46.49 45.19 48.40
7 Martial Status Never Married 25065 30160 37026 49572 50304 -

Married 17234 21805 26427 41596 37300 -
Widow 2016 3137 4264 4686 4923 -
Divorced or Separated 56 67 122 170 207 -
Un-specified 38 9 33 227 - -

8 Dependency Ratio 1.63 : 1 1.53 : 1 0.86 : 1 0.63 : 1 0.83 : 1 -
9 *  Child Population Population 22378 25556 8224 16233 16458 14797

Ratio to Total Population 0.50 : 1 0.46 : 1 0.12 : 1 0.17 : 1 0.18 : 1 0.13:1
10 **  Population in the working age group 16878 21818 36571 58875 50749 -

Sl.No. Name of the Old & New District      YEAR
1961 1971 1981 1991 2001 2011

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
1 Balasore Balasore 769 1304 1492 1891 1076 2042
2 Bhadrak - - - - 4 147
3 Bolangir Bolangir - - 03 79 - 15
4 Sonepur - - - - - 0
5 Cuttack Cuttack 65 182 137 127 - 20
6 Jagatsinghpur - - - - 8 22
7 Jajpur - - - - 1 216
8 Kendrapara - - - - - 79
9 Dhenkanal Dhenkanal 23 79 99 181 2 29
10 Anugul - - - - 18 160
11 Ganjam Ganjam 350 647 1661 794 178 1069
12 Gajapati - - - - 1 158
13 Kalahandi Kalahandi - 01 15 136 7 0
14 Nuapara - - - - - 7
15 Keonjhar Keonjhar 30891 38966 45946 70641 65061 72752
16 Koraput Koraput 439 01 26 108 18 47
17 Malakangiri - - - - 8 14
18 Nowrangapur - - - - 109 3898
19 Rayagada - - - - 18 33
20 Mayurbhanj Mayurbhanj 11450 13572 16882 19772 24437 28677
21 Phulbani Kandhamal - - - 01 - 1
22 Boudh - - - - 2 0
23 Puri Puri 322 404 1574 2269 - 14
24 Khurda - - - - 1740 3269
25 Nayagarh - - - - - 0
26 Sambalpur Sambalpur 29 - 24 214 - 37
27 Baragarh - - - - 18 3
28 Deogarh - - - - - 4
29 Jharsuguda - - - - 3 20
30 Sundergarh Sundergarh 71 22 13 38 25 70

Total 44409 55178 67872 96251 92734 112803




