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SHABAR LODHA

1. Location (Major) : Gajapati, Dhenkanal, Kalahandi, Rayagada,
2. Language : Savar (Mundari) and Kudmali (Indo-Aryan)
3. Major Occupation : Hunting, Food Gathering, Forest Collection
4. Major Festivals & Rituals : Sital Puja, Chandi Puja, Manas Puja, Jathel, Astami,

Bandana, Laxmi Puja, Natun Hanri, Dussera, Raja,
Gamha

5. Religion : Hinduism with admixture of Animism
6. Other Distinct Socio-Cultural Features  :
The Shabar Lodha was known as a criminal tribe until the revocation of the criminal Tribes Act in
1956. It is widely accepted that the tribe derived its name from the word lubdhaka meaning the
fowler or trapper. They claim their ancestry to Byadha or Kirata, the Savara king Viswabasu and
consider Lord Jagannath as the supreme deity. They take pride in giving their identity as Lodha
Savar. They used to have one-roomed houses with raised verandah in the front. In side the house,
close to the hearth there is a raised earthen platform called isan. This is said to be the seat of the
family deity. A few household artifacts for multipurpose use are found in a Lodha house.  They have
exogamous totemic clans like Bhotda, Malik, Bag, Nayak, Dandapat, Paramanik, Ahori, Bhuria and
Kotal. They practise clan exogamy. Child marriage is still prevalent among them. After marriage
the ladies put vermilion mark on forehead and iron bangle around the wrist. The practice of
brideprice is still in vogue in their community.

7. Selected Demographic Profile and Parameters :
Sl.No. Parameters  Census Year

1961 1971 1981 1991 2001 2011
1 Population Total 193613 240344 329209 373545 442537 516402

Male 96022 120316 163226 185482 220335 255184
Female 97591 120028 165983 188063 222202 261218

2 Decadal Growth Rate 24.14 36.97 13.47 18.47 16.69
3 Sex Ratio 1016 998 1017 1014 1008 1024
4 Literacy Rate Total 8.00 8.60 12.90 21.00 35.40 53.29

Male 14.42 15.46 22.47 34.42 51.12 65.21
Female 1.72 1.81 3.61 29.31 19.90 41.73

5 Workers Total Workers Total 95576 83928 163715 182983 225774 246582
Male 57752 69796 100848 109370 125194 142768
Female 37824 14132 62867 73613 100580 103814

Main Workers - - 135404 153110 137769 129985
Marginal Workers - - 28311 29873 88005 116597
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*   Child Population for 1961 & 1971=0-14 yrs, For 1981 = 0-4 yrs, For 1991 & 2001 = 0-6 yrs
** Working Age Group Population for 1961 & 1971=15-44 yrs, For 1981, 1991 & 2001=15-59 yrs

DISTRICT WISE  DISTRIBUTION  OF  POPULATION (1961 - 2011)

Source : Census of India ' 1961, 1971, 1981, 1991, 2001 & 2011

6 WPR 49.36 34.92 49.73 48.99 51.02 47.25
7 Martial Status Never Married 87770 120527 169517 182818 222754 -

Married 93776 105108 138043 170873 193883 -
Widow 11327 13790 20526 18838 24523 -
Divorced or Separated 711 821 992 913 1377 -
Un-specified 29 98 131 103 - -

8 Dependency Ratio 1.14 : 1 1.44 : 1 0.84 : 1 0.68 : 1 0.81 : 1 -
9 *  Child Population Population 71797 105492 37835 67910 78792 77265

Ratio to Total Population 0.37 : 1 0.44 : 1 0.11 : 1 0.18 : 1 0.18 : 1 0.15:1
10 **  Population in the working age group 90411 98572 179146 222949 244880 -

Sl.No. Name of the Old & New District        YEAR
1961 1971 1981 1991 2001 2011

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
1 Balasore Balasore 3888 3030 3334 3337 4103 6578
2 Bhadrak - - - - 2489 4892
3 Bolangir Bolangir 7785 18092 9681 14243 11455 11615
4 Sonepur - - - - 93 142
5 Cuttack Cuttack 39505 32708 47473 59642 26976 38003
6 Jagatsinghpur - - - - 132 118
7 Jajpur - - - - 31840 44899
8 Kendrapara - - - - 1258 2278
9 Dhenkanal Dhenkanal 29851 30511 33983 30339 38695 44387
10 Anugul - - - - 3860 7778
11 Ganjam Ganjam 34916 35124 112620 133471 23150 33903
12 Gajapati - - - - 133953 112648
13 Kalahandi Kalahandi 38060 40950 49901 60236 37796 48107
14 Nuapara - - - - 20927 28814
15 Keonjhar Keonjhar 4281 13598 14542 18768 18998 26256
16 Koraput Koraput 17583 35490 29972 12813 673 799
17 Malakangiri - - - - 948 533
18 Nowrangapur - - - - 1825 3341
19 Rayagada - - - - 33221 28047
20 Mayurbhanj Mayurbhanj 5128 6959 8135 7493 9862 9088
21 Phulbani Kandhamal 1231 299 180 790 949 754
22 Boudh - - - - 71 64
23 Puri Puri 4468 5272 13878 21723 924 2054
24 Khurda - - - - 27684 45577
25 Nayagarh - - - - 3952 7006
26 Sambalpur Sambalpur 5841 18297 4682 9667 1839 2835
27 Baragarh - - - - 1826 1665
28 Deogarh - - - - 2062 2874
29 Jharsuguda - - - - 185 229
30 Sundergarh Sundergarh 1076 14 828 1023 789 1118

Total 193613 240344 329209 373545 442537 516402














