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the kadaka pondei ritual to repair their
agricultural implements. Moreover, they
worship the deity nisani devam during March-
April for bumper harvest in their pogun yatra
festival sacrificing a goat and also in undichitta
layaharritual for the well being of human beings
and their crops and in ashada yatra during June
for welfare of their livestock. They worship
their deity doddiganga as the protector of their
cattle from attack of wild animals and the
goddess desanganga/ paraganga to protect them
from epidemics like small pox and from
cholera. The festival - nandi pondoi is observed
in February for re-thatching of their houses and
collection of hill brooms. Besides that, they
observe festivals like, korrakota, korak panduga,
itukala pandugu, ugadi, pongal and many Hindu
festivals like, dusserah, sankranthi, sivaratri etc.

They install their village deity - grampathy at the
end of their village street and their household
deity estidevudu in one corner of their kitchen
who is worshipped by females. They worship
their deity zankar during observance of
bandapan pondei in August for soil fertility. Deity
peridevam 1s worshipped during observances of
podu puja ritual in May. The deity gonga devam is
propiated in pusa pondoi/ pusa ponduga festival
during January. Their other deities are
saralamma, talupullemma, mangalamma
(goddess Laxmi), durgarmma, thakurani,
mothyaluamma, galidevudu (wind god),
sankudebudu, nunibai, pedda debudu and paderu
kondamma etc. who are worshiped by their
sacred specialists like disary, pujari and some
others by their witch doctors such as desiudu,
beju or bejuni on different festive occasions.
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he Kondadora, possess their own

traditional community council

(kotam) both at the village level as
well as at the regional level headed by
their community secular head - the
naidu who 1is supported by the other
office bearers such as guru, their
community priest, desladu - the
executor, chukamurthi/chettumurtakad -
the star gazer, dehuri/deuradu - the
sacerdotal head, jani, jhankar,
afjuguddu, disari - the magico-religious
specialists and their messenger the
barik/ challan etc. All of them belong to
their own community except the barik
/challan who is recruited from the
Domb community. The posts of naidu,
guru, chukamurthy, desladu, dehury, jani
are hereditary and the barik/challan is
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appointed by nomination and paid annually for his
services in kinds by each family. The community
council adjudicate cases pertaining to family disputes,
theft, rape, adultery, incest, extramarital relations, inter
community marriage and inter and intra community
rifts and acts as the guardian of their traditional norms
and customs. The session of the council sits annually on
day of pus punei or can be convened at any time on an
emergency. The Kondadoras honour the traditional
leaders of their community council with great
esteem.

In the post independent India, the political set up of
the country has changed. Now, the Kondadora come
under the statutory Panchayatraj system. So their
traditional political system is gradually declining. The
office bearers of the statutory Panchayatraj
institutions are elected representatives of the people
such as Ward Members, Sarpanch and Chairman of
Panchayat Samity and Zilla Parishad etc. They look
after the planned development programmes
undertaken in their villages and act as the
spokesperson for the members of their community
while their traditional leaders retain their hold in the
customary affairs.




KONDADORA .

CHANGE AND
DEVELOPMENT

- ‘hange is a continuous and inevitable
process. With the advancement of
science and technology, visible changes

have occurred in the Kondadora way of life during

last few decades. Education and mass media have
played a great role in effecting such changes in their society.

Besides, the Kondadora have accepted many new cultural,

social and religious elements from their neighbouring castes and

tribes owing to their culture contact. Their material culture has
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changed to some extent. Their traditional household
articles have been replaced by many modern gadgets.
Now, many well-to-do Kondadora families have
acquired modern articles such as radio, watches, cycle,
motor cycle, television, mobile phone, modern dresses,
wooden and synthetic furniture etc.

The impact of change and modernization and
introduction of planned development intervention by

Government and Non-government agencies have
brought developments in the fields of health and
sanitation, education, agriculture, communication and
infrastructure. During last six decades Government
has initiated various welfare and development schemes
to bring about socio-economic development of the
Kondadora. The Integrated Tribal Development
Agencies (ITDAs) and the District Rural Development
Agency (DRDA) functioning in the Kondadora



inhabited areas of south Odisha
have been implementing various
socio-economic development
programmes for development and
modernization of horticulture,
agriculture communication and
irrigation for the sustainable
development of the Kondadora. So
now, they have gradually adopted
modern agricultural practices by
using High Yielding Varieties of
seeds, better irrigation facilities and
chemical fertilizers. Some of them
have adopted horticulture, poultry
and fishery schemes for their
livelihood enhancement.
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Since, education is the most important input for the
socio-economic development, the STs and SCs
Development Department is running a number of
educational institutions like EMRS (Ekalavya Model
Residential School), Higher Secondary Schools
(Science and Commerce), High Schools, Girl's High
Schools, Ashram Schools, Secondary Teacher
Training Schools, Residential and non Residential
Sevashrams in their area. Many students including girl
students are attending these institutions. It has effected
remarkable changes in their life style, dress pattern and
belief system. Some educated persons among them
have entered into Government and Non-government
services. Under the circumstances, the Konddora are
struggling hard to make the best of both their worlds -
old and new.



Population Profile of Scheduled Tribes in Orissa

1. Location : Koraput, Malkangiri, Rayagada, Kalahandi

2. Language : Kondi/Kuvi & Telugu (Central Dravidian)

3. Major Occupation : Cultivation & Wage Earning

4. Major Festivals & Rituals : Makar, Dhan Nuakhai, Dussera, Ammora, Panduga,
Ugad

5. Religion Autonomous Tribal Religion

6. Other Distinct Socio-Cultural Features : The Konda Dora are divided into a number of
exogamous totemistic septs such as, Sodalu (ragi), Bidikolu (earthen vessel), Palakolu, Boralu
(Cobra), Koku (cow), Kotra (wild goat). In their society, though polygyny and child marriages are not
prohibited, adult marriage and monogamy are commonly practised. Cross cousin marriages are
preferred and parallel cousin marriages are strictly prohibited. The most prestigious type of
marriage is by negotiation (Unigulu Purugulu Peli). There are other options for marriage such as
by elopement (udulia), by capture (Jhika), exchange (Konda Marpu) by service (illarikam), junior
levirate, junior sororate. Payment of bride price (Chintam biyam) is in vogue in all types of marriages.
Divorce is permitted with the approval of their traditional council (Kulam Panchayatam). Among
them family is predominantly nuclear patrilineal and patrilocal. They practice seven days for birth
pollution. Persons dying a natural death are cremated. In case of unnatural deaths, burial is done.
After observing the death pollution for three days, they observe purificatory rites on the fourth day.
The village deities are worshipped by their priest, Pujari. They have their traditional village council
(Kulam Panchayatam) headed by a Kula Peda who is assisted by a bearer-cum-messenger
called Pillipudamari. They also have inter-village community council - Jati Panchayatam headed
by a Jati Peda. These councils deal with their customary affairs in their respective jurisdictions.

7. Selected Demographic Profile and Parameters :

SI.No. Parameters Census Year
1961 1971 1981 1991 2001 2011
1 Population Total 16526 | 9286 17442 19235 | 34160 | 20802
Male 8341 4676 8768 10498 | 17125 | 10222
Female 8185 4610 8674 8737 17035 | 10580
2 Decadal Growth Rate - -43.81 | 87.83 10.28 77.59 -39.10
3 Sex Ratio 981 986 989 832 995 1035
4 Literacy Rate Total 4.90 6.60 10.00 14.00 34.86 | 48.27
Male 7.75 11.01 16.15 19.56 45.79 | 58.85
Female 1.12 2.19 3.78 7.58 23.93 | 38.16
5 Workers Total Workers | Total 9094 3207 8944 10142 16391 | 10501
Male 5590 2842 5558 6265 9681 5834
Female 3504 365 3386 3877 6710 4667
Main Workers - - 7139 8627 9741 6141
Marginal Workers - - 1805 1515 6650 4360
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6 WPR 55.03 34.54 51.28 52.73 47.98 50.48
7 Martial Status Never Married 6663 4209 8428 8844 16243 | -
Married 8618 4533 8105 9245 15853
Widow 1158 492 839 1049 1896
Divorced or Separated 68 38 62 97 168
Un-specified 19 14 8 - -
8 Dependency Ratio 104:1|114:1| 076:1|067:1|073:1]-
9 * Child Population | Population 5660 3677 1906 3819 5659 3098
Ratio to Total Population 034:1/040:1| 011:1]020:1(0.17:1|0.15:1
10 ** Population in the working age group 8097 4338 9890 11525 19731

* Child Population for 1961 & 1971=0-14 yrs, For 1981 = 0-4 yrs, For 1991 & 2001 = 0-6 yrs
** \WWorking Age Group Population for 1961 & 1971=15-44 yrs, For 1981, 1991 & 2001=15-59 yrs

DISTRICTWISE DISTRIBUTION OF POPULATION (1961 - 2011)

SI.No.| Name of the Old & New District YEAR

1961 | 1971 | 1981 1991 | 2001 | 2011
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
1 Balasore Balasore - - 07 22 1330 | 121
2 Bhadrak - - - - 799 93
3 Bolangir Bolangir 03 - 190 279 1262 | 1615
4 Sonepur - - - - 122 141
5 Cuttack Cuttack - - 23 14 2052 | 58
6 Jagatsinghpur - - - - 603 60
7 Jajpur - - - - 501 74
8 Kendrapara - - - - 638 290
9 Dhenkanal Dhenkanal - - 04 116 - 1
10 Anugul - - - - 9 4
1 Ganjam Ganjam 146 1071 | 527 404 533 21
12 Gajapati - - - - 718 282
13 Kalahandi Kalahandi 271 57 588 1032 | 2412 | 1388
14 Nuapara - - - - 17 21
15 Keonjhar Keonjhar 164 17 04 628 40 2
16 Koraput Koraput 15808 | 8129 15972 | 16000 | 11151 | 4141
17 Malakangiri - - - - 6187 | 7937
18 Nowrangapur - - - - 559 552
19 Rayagada - - - - 3521 | 2721
20 Mayurbhanj Mayurbhanj - 02 - 351 20 1
21 Phulbani Kandhamal 24 05 12 110 32 31
22 Boudh - - - - - 1
23 Puri Puri - - 36 68 924 50
24 Khurda - - - - 150 59
25 Nayagarh - - - - 81 10
26 Sambalpur Sambalpur - - 50 98 1 163
27 Baragarh - - - - 406 846
28 Deogarh - - - - 7 4
29 Jharsuguda - - - - 22 87
30 Sundergarh Sundergarh 110 05 29 113 63 28

Total 16526 | 9286 | 17442 | 19235 | 34160 | 20802

Source : Census of India ' 1961, 1971, 1981, 1991, 2001 & 2011






